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upon him: He is disengaged from, the trammels of muta-
bility, and has ended like the light of a lamp, the oil of
which is exhausted."

Ananda added : t: 0 Rahans, when the great Buddha, full
of the most transcendent excellencies, attained the state
of Neibban, the earth quaked with that violence which
nils the soul with fear, and causes the hair of the head
to stand on an end."

After the demise of Buddha, the Rahans that had reached
the two states of Thautapan and Thakadagan, lifting to
the forehead their joined hands, began to wail and loudly
lament. Men threw themselves down on the ground,
bitterly lamenting the loss the world had sustained. They
all exclaimed, "The glorious and illustrious Buddha has
too soon gone to Neibban. He who never spoke but good
and instructive words, he who has been the light of the
world, has gone too soon to Neibban." In these and other
words they gave utterance to their grief and affliction,
with tears and lamentations. The Rahans who had
reached the two last states of perfection, the Anagans
and Rahaiidas, more calm and steady in their mind, were
satisfied with repeating in solemn tones, " There is nothing
fixed in the principle of mutability. Buddha, entering in
the current of change, could not but die ; his body was to
be destroyed." They remained meditating on this great
truth, retaining an unchangeable and calm composure.

Anoorouda, assembling together all the Ralians, said to
them, " Cease now to weep and lament; banish sorrow
and affliction from your hearts ; remember presently what
the most excellent Buddha has told us, that all that exists
is liable to destruction, which it can never escape. What
will become of Nats and men ? What will they say when
they see the Rahans delivered up to grief, and giving vent
to it in loud wailings ? "

Ananda inquired from Anoorouda what actually took
place among the Nats on the occasion of the death of the
great Buddha. He was told that some of them, lifting up